Acid-controlled sodium borohydride reduction of imides followed by cyclisation of the carbinol lactams formed affords the title compounds in good yields.
A recent communication in this journal 2 on the possible application of the reductive cyclisation of imides 3 as an attractive method for the synthesis of alkaloidal intermediates contained only negative results. Since we had advocated previously 4 the great synthetic potential of this new method we were highly surprised to learn of the unexpected difficulties associated with it. Herein we want to describe the synthesis of a number of indole [3,2gj- indolizidines in order to show once more the general applicability of the imide reduction method in the construction of heterocycles and also to comment on its apparent failure 2 . Obviously the aforementioned cyclisations have to proceed via the carbinol lactam. Since the target compounds were most conveniently prepared via a "one-pot" procedure no attempts were made to isolate and characterize the intermediate lactams. 6 , in quantitative yield. The latter compound could also be obtained in a "one-pot" procedure, yield 91%.
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Although the aforedescribed reduction procedure is experimentally very simple 3 two conditions have to be rigorously fulfilled in order to achieve the desired goal: i) addition of HCl dil at regular time intervals ii) maintenance of a satisfactory low temperature in order to prevent unwanted ring opening and overreduction. Most likely the latter circumstance has not been adequately controlled in the work of ATTA-UR-RAHMAN 2 and the general applicability of the imide reduction method therefore seems unaffected.
